120/80 mmHg is equivalent to 16-0/10-7 kNm-2 or kPa (kilo pascals).
Referring to Table 5 , on page 10, in relation to pressure units, it would be an advantage if the conversion factors for torr and mmHg to SI units were quoted as final results, as is the case everywhere else in the table.
Throughout the booklet the authors have chosen examples of the use of units and outlined a consistent system of abbreviations. Minor omissions thus become inevitable. Presumably the accepted symbols for 'male' and 'female' are too familiar to merit inclusion. While the terms 'illumination' and 'luminance' are specified the term 'illuminance' is not mentioned although retinal illuminance and its unit the troland are used in ophthalmology. Again, while reference is made to the decibel in the list of abbreviations, the phon is omitted.
A particularly useful section describes a standardized method for citing references to published papers. Despite minor criticisms, this booklet is to be strongly recommended to medical authors and particularly to the editors of journals, some of whom have resisted the acceptance of a uniform nomenclature.
P CLIFFE
Modem Trends in Rheumatology -2 edited by Alan G S Hill MC FRCPEd MRCP pp viii + 376 illustrated £6 London: Butterworths 1971 That rheumatology is now one of the most exciting branches of general medicine must bring a little comfort to the millions of sufferers at last, for it is not so long since it was as disreputable a subject as psychiatry had been. A glance at the chapter titles shows the great diversity of research interests, and though it is only five years since the first edition there is no repetition of material at all. The expert contributions (31 contributors, 20 chapters) deal with the minute anatomy of synovial tissue, the engineering and lubrication of joints, joint prostheses and arthroplasties, radioisotope techniques, theories of causation of rheumatoid arthritis and its effect on the blood and cervical spine; the nature of Sjogren's syndrome, of gout, of vertebral ankylosing hyperostosis, of the arthropathy of hwmochromatosis; and finally ischmmic necrosis of the femoral head. There is much about treatmentsteroids, immunosuppressives, and surgery -without (politicians please note!) any major mention of physical medicine. (Is this happy divorce a long awaited modern trend?) This is more than just another book on recent advances in the rheumatic diseases, for it is so good that many people will want to own a copy. The chapters themselves vary from good to superb, references abound, and most will remain valued reading for a long time, not only for rheumatologists but also for a wide range of general physicians. It is a 'must' for postgraduate libraries and strongly recommended for personal ownership.
H WYKEHAM BALME Iron Deficiency Pathogenesis, Clinical Aspects, Therapy edited by L Hallberg, H-G Harwerth and A Vannotti pp xi+628 illustrated £6 $18-50 London & New York: Academic Press 1970 On the whole this is a useful record of what must have been a stimulating colloquium. There is an excellent, though rather haphazard, series of papers on the pathogenesis of iron deficiency, covering such matters as sources of dietary iron, absorption and loss of iron and ferrokinetics. There is also a useful series of papers on a variety of topics relevant to iron therapy, including an extensive discussion on the relative merits of parenteral and oral iron. The greatest limitations seem to be in the 153 pages devoted to clinical aspects of iron deficiency. The tone of this section is set by an introductory paper which is surprisingly uncritical and which ignores all recent work. Indeed, of the thirteen references cited, only one is to a paper published within the last five years. There follows the usual series of community 'prevalence' studies based on various arbitrary 'lower limits of normal', but no attempt is made to evaluate iron deficiency as a cause of morbidity or impairment of function, or to derive a meaningful definition of anamia. It is useful, however, to have studies from general physicians, pediatricians, obstetricians, gynmcologists and geriatricians in one volume.
This will be a useful book for physiologists and to a lesser extent for clinicians. It will, however, be a great disappointment to epidemiologists and nutritionists.
PETER C ELWOOD
Disability -Determination and Evaluation by Henry H Kessler MD PhD ppxi+250 £4-40 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1970 London: Henry Kimpton The author, who has devoted his life to the problem of disability evaluation, believes that too often medical men try to evaluate nonmedical factorssuch as work requirements and earning capacityin which their training and experience gives them little competence, and this has led to a cynical view of medical criteria by lawyers.
Since 1958 the American Medical Association has prepared thirteen guides for different body systems with help from specialists in differing medical fields. The American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons has prepared a guide on the spine and extremities. Dr Kessler discusses the concept of disability including the social setting with particular reference to the degree of incapacity in unskilled labourers and illiterates with physical disablement, and touches on racial problems in the United States for the Negro or Puerto Rican. The emotional component of physical illness is emphasizedhe had found, for instance, that in a rehabilitation centre a social system evolves in which status among the patients depends upon the severity of the disabilitythe quadriplegic helpless on a frame being the supreme aristocrat. Impairment of function is then pursued with percentage disabilities for each module tabled in detail. Some of these criteria are specific for American Workman Compensation, social security, or Veterans Administration, though social security systems in the Soviet Union, Rumania and Sweden are mentioned.
This book is designed to help the layman interpret medical assessment, as well as the physician himself. There is a full list of references and a good index. CHARLES The meaning of history in relation to medicine has recently come increasingly into question. This collection of modern methods expounded by a distinguished group of historians of science and medicine constitutes an analysis of this problem. It brings to bear on the subject a series of illuminating diagnostic tests. For example, the importance of the history of ideas in medicine is very ably defined; the fields for statistical methods and automation are explored and applied to demography, to ancient writings and to bibliographic control; the 'practical' approach by experimental repetition is described; and the points of view of those who see the past of medicine as a subject for historians, scientists and technologists all find praiseworthy exposition. These accounts make it vividly apparent that the meaning of medical history depends on the outlook of both its transmitters and its receivers. Both are necessarily tuned to their own bands of appreciation. Medical and nonmedical groups can fully appreciate only appropriate versions of the same events, even when those are selected. As methods become more specialized comprehension becomes more restricted to limited population groups. Such ostensibly sad developments are compensated if it is realized that, to have meaning, medical history must have some feed-back or cybernetic action on its recipients. Practising doctors are one such important group. Only one article, however, deals with such outmoded subjects as past medical men, their clinical methods and personal patients, the solid body of medicine at all times. One feels concern lest our improved methods should refine away the past of medicine to a degree that enables us correctly to diagnose the smile whilst the body of our Cheshire cat fades into invisibility. This book certainly achieves its objective of provoking thought.
KENNETH D KEELE
Cancer: Diagnosis, Treatment, and Prognosis by Lauren V Ackerman MD and Juan A del Regato MD 4thed pp xii+1049 illustrated £17-75 St Louis: C VMosby 1970 London: Henry Kimpton The authors of this elegant volume, one a professor of pathology, the other a clinical professor of radiology, may be justly proud of the results of their immense labours; they have achieved their expressed intent of providing an integrated view of all aspects ofmalignant disease.
The first five chapters deal with general principles and include a useful account of the development of cancer research. The remaining chapters deal successively with cancer of the various organs in a clear and systematic manner. Particularly impressive are the illustrations, 787 in all, which are of high quality and successfully complement the text.
There are minor irritations, such as the frequent repetition as a footnote of the definition of 'prophylactic' and the misspelling of Halsted (p 865). Important omissions are the valuable double-contrast retrograde cystography examination in cancer of the urinary bladder and the now widely used TNM staging of mammary cancer.
The major criticism, however, is the frequent inadequacy of the sections on treatment. This is possibly a reflection of the specialties of the two authors, for it is the descriptions of the rationale of surgical therapy which suffer most and notably so in the chapters on cesophagus, colon, pancreas, kidney and urinary bladder. As if to emphasize this defect, the early general chapter on surgery of cancer, contributed by an eminent surgical colleague of the authors, is particularly disappointing. Occupying a mere 5 pages, it is almost apologetically sandwiched between two excellent and detailed general chapters on the pathology of cancer (36 pages) and radiotherapy of cancer (46 pages). Perhaps future editions of this otherwise splendid book will redress the balance.
IAN BURN

